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HFIG Updates 

HFIG now have a new office on the South pier in Bridlington, this is next to our new 

Yorkshire Marine Research Centre. There have been several surveys undertaken in 

2019, requiring gear to be moved; Hornsea 04 and Tolmount area and Anchor Corridor 

being the largest. The latter, HFIG acted as Fisheries Liaison, resulting in over £1.5 

million in disruption payments for members.  

You should now have received a membership renewal form via email, if you require a 

copy through the post please let us know. You can return them completed via email 

or drop them into the office. On receipt of the membership renewal an invoice will be 

generated for membership fees. 

Future survey/construction works 

To our knowledge (to date) it is likely that the Tolmount platform and associated 

pipeline is due for construction in 2020. The landfall for the pipeline is Easington. This 

is likely to need gear clearance and we are striving to get as much notice and 

clarification as possible. The developer is waiting on the results of their recently 

completed survey. The intention is to start with boulder removal – this should not need 

clearance, followed by the installation of the pipe which will require clearance. As we 

gain more information, this will be passed onto members.  

In 2020 we are likely to see further survey works on Hornsea 04, currently this is not 

likely to need gear removal for the entire export cable corridor. There are specific sites 

(200/200 m2) that may need short term clearance. Liaison will be ongoing and direct  

with Brown and May Marine. Creyke Beck A and B (Dogger Bank) have been given 

approval for construction. The landfall for the export cable is Ulrome. Early in 2020 

(Q1 & Q2) we are likely to see geophysical surveys undertaken in the nearshore and 

a jack up rig arriving post surveys. Fisheries Liaison for these projects are Brown and 
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May Marine. However, HFIG staff are happy to answer/clarify any issues that may 

arise, and we are acting as advisors on both projects.  

New NEIFCA Byelaws 

NEIFCA have introduced new byelaws as part of the Crustacea Conservation 
byelaw. These are:  

• A prohibition on the use of pots by over 10m vessels inside 3 nautical miles and establishment 
of a supporting ‘sunset list’ – this needs applying for 

• A prohibition on removing, taking and landing ‘soft-shelled lobsters’  

• A maximum pot size of 50cm x 60cm x 110cm  

• A prohibition on removing, taking and landing lobsters displaying mutilated pleopods. 

Research  

The Huntress was deployed this summer for the final year of the Westermost Rough 

shellfish survey. This forms part of a six-year survey investigating the effects of the 

development on the commercial species in the site. This is the largest study of its kind 

and is receiving attention from international fishing industries and scientific community. 

The results are in the process of being finalised and will be available once this is signed 

off. The results of our CEFAS Fisheries Science Partnership are currently awaiting 

sign off from DEFRA, Colin Bannister (SAGB) wishes to present the results to 

members in the spring. 

The Yorkshire Marine Research Centre (HFIG hatchery and lab on the south pier) has 

started its first research project in collaboration with the University of Hull and NEIFCA. 

The purpose of the project is to gather blood samples from lobsters and assess their 

suitability for long term storage. We are still waiting for the final component of the 

hatchery, when this arrives (finally!) we should be able to flood the system and prepare 

for the spring when we hope to start filling the hatchery with berried lobsters.  

We are aiming to have an industry day and grand opening of the facility in the spring. 

This will involve talks from HFIG scientists on our research and potentially 

collaborators from CEFAS/SAGB, tours of the facility and a meal. Further details will 

be forthcoming.  

We are aiming to hold an AGM for members, as soon as membership forms are 

returned. What we are thinking this year is to hold one in Bridlington and another either 

in Withernsea/Hornsea/Skipsea to make attendance easier. If this is more suitable or 

not, please let us know. 


